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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— Professor Henry took the opportunity at the last meeting of the 
National Academy of Sciences, to say a few words about the Smithsonian 
Institution. Its fund at present, having been increased by donations and 
judicious management, amounts to $717,000, although $600,000 has been 
expended on the building, and the original legacy produced only $541,- 
000. Congress has enacted several liberal measures which have been of 
great service to the Institution and have relieved it of many expenses, 
such as the cost of caring for the grounds and library ; and latterly an 
appropriation of $20,000 per year has cleared the expense of the Na- 
tional Museum. This liberality has enabled the Smithsonian to devote a 
larger share of its income toward publishing works of original research, 
and to defray the expense of its system of scientific exchanges, which has 
the whole world for its field. The publications already issued and under 
way were enumerated. Professor Henry said that it was contemplated 
to authorize a series of experiments to determine accurately the rate of 
increase of the earth's temperature at progressive depths. This was now 
rendered more practicable than before by the number of artesian wells in 
the country. Another project included new and careful experiments on 
the velocity of light ; that furnishing one of the means for ascertaining 
the distance of the sun. Some steps had been taken to carry out this 
project, and a gentleman had promised to give a special fund for the pur- 
pose. The work of obtaining accurately the weight of the earth by the 
method devised by Cavendish would also probably be undertaken anew, 
there being at the present day better means for this purpose than those 
of the old experiments. Professor Henry alluded to his own advancing 
years and his anxiety to have the Smithsonian in a position of perma- 
nent security before the close of his life. The accumulations of the mu- 
seum already overstock the building, and when the collections that have 
been sent to Philadelphia are returned, there will be no room for them. 
Conversing on the subject with a prominent member of Congress, he had 
recently stated his firm conviction that the problem could best be solved 
by abandoning the present building to the National Museum and erect- 
ing a new structure, to cost $100,000. The new building could be 
adapted solely to the needs of the Smithsonian in its proper work, and 
should contain besides accommodations for the system of exchange a 
chemical, a physical, and a biological laboratory with a lecture-room. — 
N. T. Tribune. 

— The Exeter Natural History Society was organized December 7, 
1874, with the following board of officers, who still hold their positions : 
President, Rev. Benjamin F. McDaniel ; Vice-Presidents, A. C. Per- 
kins, Miss H. E. Paine ; Secretary, William H. Gorham, M. D. ; Treas- 
urer, Charles Burley. It has a membership of between forty and fifty, 
and has a museum and a library, still small, but rapidly growing. Meet- 
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ings are held once a month, at which essays are read or topics of natural 
science discussed. At the society's rooms free popular lectures are given 
weekly. The society would be very grateful for any assistance ren- 
dered by individuals or older societies in enlarging its museum and 
library. 

— Dr. Giinther exhibited, at a late meeting of the Zoological Society 
of London, a male, female, and young specimens of a minute Australian 
animal (Antechimts minutissimus), which may be regarded as a marsu- 
pial shrew mouse ; it is the smallest known Australian mammal. The 
female was remarkable as having seven young in the marsupium and 
only four mammae. 

— A number of undergraduates in the Tennessee Agricultural College 
of East Tennessee University, at Knoxville, have organized a science 
club, which meets fortnightly. The club promises to become a useful 
agent in diffusing an interest in the study of natural history throughout 
the college. At present the most popular subjects with the members of 
the club are entomology and botany, in both of which collections have 
been begun. 

— Mr. Darwin is engaged upon a work on the comparative results of 
the cross-fertilization and self-fertilization of plants. 

— The Harvard College Summer School of Geology, under the direc- 
tion of Prof. N. S. Shaler, director of the Geological Survey of Ken- 
tucky, will afford geological students an opportunity of working over the 
area extending from the Cumberland Mountain to the Black Mountains 
of North Carolina, a region rich in geological, botanical, zoological, and 
archaeological interest. We have received the final directions for the 
guidance of students of the school, whicn gives full details as to the ex- 
penses of the trip to Cumberland Gap, and the mode of reaching the 
camp. The tickets from Boston and return will be $44, the admission 
fee $50, including wagons, tents, and instruction. Board will be $5 a 
week. This is a favorable opportunity for other than geological stu- 
dents to travel in an inexpensive way through one of the most interesting 
mountain regions in the country. 

— The work of the Geological Survey of Brazil is now being carried 
on by Professor Hartt in the interior ; not being in direct communica- 
tion with Rio Janeiro, letters and parcels should be sent to the secretary 
of the survey, Major O. C. James, Caixa no Correlo, No. 126, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 



PROCEEDINGS OF SOCLETIES. 

National Academy of Sciences. — April 18 - 20. Mr. L. H. 
Morgan began his paper entitled A Conjectural Restoration of a Pueblo 
of the Mound Builders, with the remark that " a conjecture is some- 
times worth the time spent upon it." It is necessary first to consider 



